Arbitrator news by South Carolina Second Circuit Solicitor’s Office
In September, the Juvenile      
Arbitration Program          
participated with the annual 
Aiken County Suicide        
Prevention Summit, enjoyed 
volunteering with Wholespire 
Yoga in the Park, and attended 
the Cultivating Hope in the 
Darkness Program hosted in 
partnership with the Barnwell 
County Sheriff’s Office.  
 
Thank you to all of our            
volunteers and community 
partners who make the          
Juvenile Arbitration Program 
in the Second Circuit so         
successful,     
Arbitrator Nancy Marks  
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Did You Know: 
 
Youth drug abuse is a 
high-profile public 
health concern, with at 
least 1-in-8 teenagers 
abusing an illicit       
substance in the last 
year. 
 
• Drug use among 
8th grader rose 
61% between 2016 
and 2020. 
 




• 50% of teenagers 
have misused a drug 
at least once. 
 
• 43% of college stu-
dents use illicit drugs. 
• 86% of teenagers 
know someone who 
smokes, drinks, or 
uses drugs during the 
school day. 
To learn more about 
the National Center for 
Drug Abuse Statistics, 
please visit:                
drugabusestatistics.org/ 
Nancy Marks has volunteered 
with the Juvenile Arbitration 
Program for nearly two years. 
Nancy has worked hard to      
arrange community service 
days and help organize the       
Aiken Suicide Prevention       
Summit.  Thank you Nancy for 
all of your support.    
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Thank to you First Sgt. Kirkland with the Barnwell County Sheriff’s Office for organizing the 
Cultivating Hope in the Darkness workshop on September 11, 2021.  Partners from the faith 
community, mental health, drug and alcohol, and law  
enforcement all met to discuss ways to cultivate hope as 
we recognized the dramatic suicide increase in South 
Carolina from 2018 to 2019.  
 
Thank to Jennifer Butler with the Department of Mental 
Health for leading the conversation, along with Tamara 
Smith (Executive Director for Aiken Barnwell Mental 
Health), Lacinda McCormack (Program Director for       
the Poly Best Center), Helen Cotton (First Responders  
Program), and, Bianca Otterbein (Clinical Director           
with Aiken Barnwell Mental Health) for presenting.               
Nina Spinelli with Juvenile Arbitration attended this 
wonderful community event.   
Cultivating Hope in the Darkness  
 
Cultivating Hope in the Darkness  
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Mentoring Youth Impacted by the Opioid Crisis  
 
 
Blessing Boxes  
 Thank you to          
Domestic Violence 
and Expungement 
Paralegal Kelly Jo 
Lynch and Family 
Court Coordinator 
Julia Smith for their 
help in keeping the 
local Blessing Box 
full!   
Youth participating 
in Arbitration often          
donate food to fulfill 
their community  
service assignments.    
 On Tuesday September 28, 2021 from 2:00—3:30 PM the Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention is offering a webinar on Mentoring Youth Impacted by the Opioid 
Crisis.   
 
While we are still learning about the wide and deep 
impacts of the pandemic, increased isolation, and      
major changes in how we all operate in school, at 
home, and in the community, we know that the      
opioid crisis continues to affect youth and their        
families across the country.  
 
In addition, substance use, misuse, and addiction of any kind affect many of the young    
people we work with. In this webinar, we'll look at the ways in which substance use is   
often a trauma response for young people and how it is trauma producing when it's a   
challenge for youths' families and loved ones.  To register, visit: mentoring-org.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZ0lf-itqDMuGtaFdpB49g_nQMzKn3MF5VrI 
Community Sanction  
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Richland County Sheriff’s Department  
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Deputy Monica Parker is the new Director of the Youth Arbitration Program for the 5th  
Circuit Youth Services Division of the Richland County Sheriff’s Department.  In September, 
Nina Spinelli with the 2nd Circuit Juvenile Arbitration Program met with the new team.   
 
In addition to serving the adults of Richland County, deputies under the Youth Services unit 
of the Uniform Division help youth through a variety of programs.  
Teens can join programs such as the Junior Explorers or the Explorers Post 601, which aims 
to develop and shape young people into becoming responsible adults and exposing them to 
the law enforcement field by teaching them discipline, leadership and accountability.                        
To learn more about their programs, please visit:  https://rcsd.net   
State Performance Plan and Annual Performance Report  
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The Office of Special Education Services (OSES) is developing its new State Performance Plan 
(SPP).  This SPP will set their focus for the next 6 years. This is an opportunity to hear from 
educators, families, and community members on the direction we take to improve outcomes 
for students with disabilities. A series of recorded presentations explain where OSES are and 
what they hope to do as it relates to each IDEA performance or compliance indicator below. 
 
Please listen to the recordings that best fit you and send OSES feedback through each Indicator 
survey. You will also find downloadable stakeholder presentation pdfs for each indicator in  
English and Spanish soon. These may be used for reference as you complete the surveys.    
 
To listen to the videos, please visit: https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/special-education-
services/state-performance-plan-annual-performance-report-spp-apr/ 
 
To submit input for additional indicators, please visit: https://scoses.formstack.com/forms/
spp_apr_stakeholder_input_copy 
Suicide Prevention Summit  
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Suicide Prevention Summit  
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Domestic Violence Training  
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Aiken Technical College Program  
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The Office of Special Education Services (OSES) is developing its new State Performance Plan 
(SPP)! This SPP will set our focus for the next 6 years. This is an opportunity to hear from our 
educators, families, and community members on the direction we take to improve outcomes 
for students with disabilities. A series of recorded presentations explain where OSES are and 
what they hope to do as it relates to each IDEA performance or compliance indicator below. 
 
Please listen to the recordings that best fit you and send OSES feedback through each Indicator 
survey. You will also find downloadable stakeholder presentation pdfs for each indicator in  
English and Spanish soon. These may be used for reference as you complete the surveys.    
 
To listen to the videos, please visit: https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/special-education-
services/state-performance-plan-annual-performance-report-spp-apr/ 
 










Community Sanction Opportunity   
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Wholespire Aiken SC  
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Thank you to Nina Spinelli with Juvenile Arbitration and Wholespire Aiken for hosting a 
Get Moving Yoga Class on September 14, 2021 at Hopeland Gardens.  Since 2007,              
Wholespire has provided communities with proven and sustainable approaches that lead         
to increased access to healthy choices. We work together to ensure an equitable South               
Carolina, wh re ev ryone has access to healthy choices.  
Colors of Mental Health  
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When a person commits suicide they leave behind an average of 135 people.  During the        
annual Aiken County Suicide Prevention Summit, Jennifer Butler from the S.C. Department of 
Mental Health said suicide leaves a large, lasting impact on the community — and Aiken County 
has one of the highest suicide rates in the state. 
From April 2020 to June 2021, Aiken County received 81 EMS self-harm calls—a 34 percent 
increase from the previous year. EMS self-harm calls in the state of South Carolina increased       
25 percent (5,667 calls). 
The September Suicide Prevention Summit aimed to raise awareness about suicide rates and 
spread information about resources that give hope to those struggling with mental health.      
Additionally, the Summit was the Portrait Presentation for the Colors of Mental—a program 
designed to help facilitate conversation on the interconnected of mental health, drug usage, and 
mental health.  Juanita Martinez, former Juvenile Arbitration Intern, was one of the recipients.  
 
Youth ChalleNGe Academy  
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Youth in the Juvenile Arbitration Program have been hard at work at the Youth ChalleNGe 
Academy.   
 
The mission of the South Carolina Youth ChalleNGe Program is to build a strong            
partnership with youth between the ages of 16 and 18 years old in creating and maintaining 
a viable plan for their educational and career goals while reaffirming the skills and talents 
they possess. 
 
To learn more, please visit:  www.scyouthchallenge.com/about/theprogram/ 
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SCCADVASA Workshop  
 
 
Grief Share  
 It may be hard to 
feel optimistic 
about the future 
right now. If you’ve 
lost a spouse, child,  
family member, or 
friend, you’ve  
probably found 
there are not        
many people who 
understand the 
deep hurt you feel.  
GriefShare groups 
meet weekly to 
provide support.  
 
Register at:  https://sc.coalitionmanager.org/eventmanager/trainingevent/details/714 
Aiken Center  
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Tonya Avery, Prevention Services Coordinator with the Aiken Center, presented at the        
Addiction Awareness Community Seminar on August 28, 2021.  Hosted at the Praise &         
Deliverance Evangelical-Apostolic Ministries, the seminar was offered by Creative Care         
and the Balm of  Gilead to raise awareness of addiction in the community  and provide                  
support services for those in need.    
Keep Aiken County Beautiful  
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Keep Aiken County Beautiful  
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Youth Empowerment), 
Bob Byrne (Juvenile Arbi-
tration), Alphia Dunbar 
Thank you to Kandace Cave, Program Coordinator, for Keep Aiken County for donating and            
installing a new Litter Prevention Cigarette Butt Holder for the Office of the Solicitor Annex.   
  
The mission of Keep Aiken County Beautiful is to increase public actions and awareness of          
litter prevention, waste reeducation and beautification of the county.   
Keep Aiken County Beautiful is a program of the Aiken County Code Enforcement Division. 
Keep Aiken County Beautiful is committed to ending litter, improving recycling and beautifying 
Aiken County. KACB utilizes various methods to achieve its goals such as: 
• Community Education 
• Public Awareness 
• Supporting and          
     Organizing Cleanups 
• Supporting Litter  
     Enforcement Efforts 
• Leveraging  
     Community Partners 
 
KACB functions as an 
affiliate of Keep America 
Beautiful, Inc. (KAB), a 
national non-profit       
organization dedicated  
to preserving the        
environment by           
empowering individuals 
to take greater               
responsibility of the        
protection and                
enhancement of their     
local communities. 
 
To learn more, visit: 
www.aikencountysc.gov/
KACB 
Aiken State Park  
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Community service is an important component of the Juvenile Arbitration Program and 
youth have been hard at work donating their time, talent and financial support to Aiken State 
Park and other community organizations.    
Aiken State Park  
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Advisory Council for Educating Students with Disabilities  
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Nina Spinelli with the Juvenile Arbitration Program serves on the South Carolina Advisory 
Council for Educating Students with Disabilities (ACESD).  ACESD met on August 27, 2021. 
 
The South Carolina Advisory Council for Educating Students with Disabilities (ACESD)         
advises the South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) of unmet educational needs of 
children who have disabilities. Specifically, the Advisory Council comments on: 
• Proposed regulatory changes 
• Data and reports 
• Policies involving service coordination 
• Corrective actions defined by the federal monitoring process 
 
The ACESD envisions a world where all students are respected and challenged, where the 
needs of all students are met, and where the aspirations for success of all students are              
fulfilled..  The Advisory Council's mission is to make recommendations and influence            
decisions made on behalf of students with disabilities to enhance the quality of educational 
services they receive and to improve their outcomes. 
 
To learn more, please visit: https://ed.sc.gov   
Kinship Caregiver Conference  
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Banned Books Week  
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Banned Books Week is an annual event celebrating the freedom to read. Banned Books Week 
was launched in 1982 in response to a sudden surge in the number of challenges to books in 
schools, bookstores and libraries. Typically held during the last week of September, it highlights 
the value of free and open access to information. Banned Books Week brings together the          
entire book community — librarians, booksellers, publishers, journalists, teachers, and readers 
of all types — in shared support of the freedom to seek and to express ideas, even those some 
consider unorthodox or unpopular. Youth participating in Arbitration will pick a banned book 
from the week of September 23—October 2 to participate.   
Suicide Prevention  
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Blessing Boxes  
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) defines food insecurity as a lack of consistent        
access to enough food for an active, healthy lifestyle.  Youth in the Juvenile Arbitration            
Program often turn their community service project into restocking Blessing Boxes.              
 
•  
Coalition for Suicide Prevention of Aiken County  
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O  Thursday Sept mber 7, the Coalitio  for Suicide Prevention of Aiken meet to prepare for 
the annual Suicide Prevention Summit.   The mission of the Coalition is to prevent suicide 
through community education and collaboration.    
 
Most people who complete suicide don't want to die - they just want to stop hurting. They 
may not ask for help, but that doesn't mean that help isn't wanted. Suicide prevention starts 
with recognizing the warning signs and taking 
them seriously. Don't be afraid to bring up 
the subject if you think a friend or family 
member is considering suicide. Talking openly 
about suicidal thoughts and feelings can save a 
life.   Most suicidal individuals give warning 
signs or signals of their intentions.  
 
To learn more about the work of the Coali-
tion, please visit: https://preventingsuicides.org 
National Mentoring Resource Center  
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The National Mentoring Resource Center    
provides no-cost technical assistance to         
youth mentoring programs around their         
individual needs and improved implementation  
of specific mentoring practices. Requests are  
submitted through OJJDP’s centralized technical 
assistance site—TTA360.  
Wondering whether technical assistance might improve your mentoring program? 
• Are you a new mentoring organization in need of program support for mentor      
recruitment and retention? 
• Does your program want to learn mentoring best practices for managing mentoring 
relationships or monitoring matches? 
• Are you an organization that needs help with designing a mentor-mentee evalua-
tion or, develop a logic model for a grant application? 
To apply, please visit: nationalmentoringresourcecenter.org/how-we-can-help/no-cost-
assistance/ 
Community Resource—South Carolina Legal Services  
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One young man participating with the Juvenile Arbitration Program turned him community 
service into a project for Brothers and Sisters of Aiken by providing Chick-fil-A gift cards 
to all the youth in their summer camp program.   
 
Community service is a cornerstone of the Juvenile Arbitration Program and helps build 
community connection and support.  Thank you to Director Charonica Pope for all of her 
support.  
Range Time  
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The Office of the 
Solicitor enjoyed 
firearms training 
at the indoor 
range in early           
September.   
 
Thank you to   
Investigator 
Christopher 
Walker for           
setting-up the 
time to practice. 
 
Take Action SC  
Volunteerism in America 
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rate for the 
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One young man worked hard on his community            service project. This 
young man works full-time and found a way to use earnings from work to 
purchase gift cards for the students at Brother and Sisters as they return back 
to school. 
Giving back and assisting others is the basis of               community service. 
Volunteering teaches youth how significant it is to help ones in need—those 
who are less fortunate than us. The importance of community service lies in 
the fact that it connects us to the community by improving it, and making it a 
better place for all of us to live in.  
Volunteering provides youth with a perfect opportunity to become closer to 
the community they live in. Community service broadens their horizons by 
helping youth understand the needs of the society they are trying to help. 
through the project they are volunteering on.  
.   
 
Research Institute  
Bamberg County Department of Juvenile Justice  
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Juvenile Arbitration covers the entire Second Circuit—Aiken, Barnwell and 
Bamberg Counties.  Bianca Wilson (DJJ) and Serena McDaniel (Solicitor’s         
Office) often collaborate on pending cases to help youth in our community.   
On September 8, Nina         
Spinelli with the Juvenile       
Arbitration Program            
participated with the initial 
meeting for the RIPL.   
RIPL (Research Institute) 
helps organizations that are              
interested in getting started 
using data for strategic           
planning, learning about        
outcomes and how to             
measure impact, and, create 
an environment where peers 
can learn from one another.    
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Committee on Children Hearings  
 
 
Center for Health Care Strategies  
  The Aiken Center 
provides outpatient 
adolescent group 
therapy to youth ages 
13-17 years old.  
Groups meet twice 
weekly. 
 
Additionally the Aiken 
Center officers (ScIP) 
- a comprehensive 
drug intervention        
programs for youth  
12-19 years of age        
at-risk for drug or al-
cohol abuse.   
 
211 York Street, NE 
Aiken, SC  29801 
 
2nd Judicial Circuit  
P.O. Drawer 3368 
Aiken, SC  29802 
nspinelli@aikencountysc.gov 
 
Bill Weeks, Solicitor  
Serena McDaniel,             
Assistant. Solicitor 





Calendar of Events  
 
Ridge Spring ACTS 
Community Service Day: 
• October 20 
 
Human Trafficking and 
Internet Safety: 
• October 25 
 
Cooking Matters: 
• September 10 
 
Healing Species: 




Juvenile Justice Jeopardy: 
• November 2 
 
Aiken State Park: 









Library Card Challenge  
 
 
Youth participating with the Juvenile Arbitration 
Program are often sanctioned to obtain their        
library card. 
 
Having their own library card helps teens learn  
responsibility, develop good citizenship,             
understand self-discipline, grow problem-solving 
skills, and, become more connected to positive              
community resources.   
 
Julia Smith (Family Court        
Coordinator), Serena McDaniel 
(Senior Assistant Family Court 
Solicitor), Stephanie Halling 
(Domestic Violence Paralegal) 
and Nina Spinelli (Juvenile         
Arbitration) celebrate 
#HoldOntoMe to recognize 
suicide prevention month and 
the need to maintain strong 
community connections.  
